


• Rousseau was a clerk in the
Paris toll service who
dreamed of becoming a
famous artist.

• Although he painted many
exotic scenes, Rousseau
never left France. He
often explored the Jardin
des Plantes, a botanical
garden and zoo in Paris where
he studied and drew plants
and wild animals.



• He visited museums for
artistic inspiration, and
based some painted
characters on pictures
in books and magazines.

• The public laughed at
Rousseau’s bold,
primitive style, but he
was later admired by
modern artists such as
Pablo Picasso and
Salvador Dalí.



Rousseau went to 
museums to get 

inspiration for his 
paintings. 

Look at this diorama of 
a lioness attacking an 

antelope. 

Rousseau saw this in 
the natural history 

museum in Paris. 



"When I go into the glass houses and 
I see the strange plants of exotic 
lands, it seems to me that I enter into 
a dream."

What animals are in this picture?



Look! Rousseau uses the whole page for the beautiful background!



His style was very basic



Henri's paintings look a bit like dreams. Tiger in the Storm is certainly 
out of his imagination because Rousseau never visited a tropical jungle in 
his life! Let's see what makes them interesting



1. Paint (or use paper/fabric to collage) 

your jungle scene. (Use the whole page!)

2. Colour your selected jungle animals and 

cut them out. 

3. Glue your animals onto your jungle 

scene!



Templates




