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Your child will be learning to represent and interpret
data on bar charts, multiple bar charts, bar-line
graphs and trend graphs over the coming days. Trend
graphs are the only new type of chart/graph to be
introduced. Your child will need to read the data on
graphs and charts and use this information to solve
real-life problems. S/he needs to know some of the
language associated with data: represent, bar chart,
multiple bar chart, bar-line graph, trend graph, total,
difference, data, average, more, less, above, below,
increase, decrease, greatest, fewest, between, more,
plot, rounded.

What do graphs and charts have in
common?

All graphs and charts must have the following:

® Atitle, e.g. Favourite Colour.

® (Categories that need to be labelled, e.g. red, yellow,
blue, green, other.

Scale: We use the scale to read the results of the data
collected. With smaller amounts of data, the scale may
simply count up in 1s or 2s. When dealing with larger
amounts of data, the scale may count up in 5s, 10s,
100s or even greater multiples.

Look at this bar-line graph of favourite vegetables.
Ithasascaleof 1:5,0r1to5.
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Ask your child questions such as the following to help
him/her interpret the data that is represented in the
bar-line graph:

® What is the title of this bar-line graph?

What is the scale of this bar-line graph?

How many categories were there to choose from?
Name them.

Which vegetable is most/least popular?

How many people voted for carrots?

How many people altogether voted in this survey?
How many more people voted for onions than peas?

How many fewer people voted for peas than carrots?
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Extension: Encourage your child to collect data about
favourite food/drink/car/sport (or any other favourite
your child might prefer) from family members and
friends. The information should be represented on

a bar-line graph using A4 paper. The scale will be
determined by the number of people who take partin
the survey.

Trend graphs

Visitors to the Cliffs of Moher
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This bar-line graph shows the number of visitors to the

Cliffs of Moher over 6 months.
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The information on the bar-line graph can be placed on

aTrend graph.The flow of the lines on the trend graph

shows us whether the trend is increasing or decreasing.
Visitors to the Cliffs of Moher
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Ask your child the following questions.

(a) In which months did the number of tourists increase
on the previous month (June, July, August).

(b) In which month was there a decrease in the number
of visitors over the previous month (September).

(c) Why do you think that there were more visitors to
the cliffs in August than April?

(d) Do you think the downward trend will continue for
the month of October? Why?

Extension : Encourage your child to collect any
data from a family member over several days for a
trend graph, e.g. length of time spent exercising/on
household chores/reading.
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