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Your child will be learning about averages over the
coming days. Averages were introduced formally

for the first time in 5th Class, so it is not a new
mathematical concept for your child. However, s/he
needs to know some of the language associated with
averages: averages, average score, smallest, largest,
middle, bar-line graph, bar chart, missing numbers.

Definition of the word average

As a revision exercise, discuss the following phrases
with your child to try to extract the meaning of the
word average:

® Zachdrove at an average speed of 55km an hour.

® On average, Ellie spends 40 minutes doing homework
each evening.

Jude scored an average of 6 points in each hurling
match he played during the league.

The contestant got an average score of 7 from the
Jjudges during the contest.

The average summer temperature in Carlow during
July last year was 16 degrees Celsius (16°C).

.

Note: Average is a difficult concept to explain neatly!
Itis often the number or statistic that lies somewhere
in the middle of a set of numbers. It is usually the norm
or most common or typical amount in a set of numbers.

Calculating averages

The quick way to calculate the average of a set of
numbers is to find the total value of the numbers and
then divide it by the amount of numbers in the set.

If the presents had been shared equally,
each child would have received 5 presents.
5 is the average amount.
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Talk your child through the following problem:
® Thetotal number of presents that the children have
is4+7+6+3=20.
® There are four children, so we divide 20 by 4.
® Theaverage number of presentsis 20 + 4 =5.

Activity 1: Help your child calculate the average age,
height and weight of the members of your family. If
the averages don’t work out evenly, round the results
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to the nearest whole number, e.g. 142-83cm rounds to
143cm; 48-2kg rounds to 48kg.

Activity 2: Help your child calculate the average
weight of a selection of fruits, crockery, tins, general
items, etc. from around the home.

Scrabble/darts

Playing a game like Scrabble with the family can be
great fun. After each word is placed on the Scrabble
board, encourage your child to calculate the average
value of each letter in the word,
eg.4+0+6+8+7+5=30.

The average =30+ 6=5.

Note: The 0 counts as a number in the set.

If the average doesn’t work out evenly, just round the
answer to the nearest whole number.
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If you have a dartboard, use
it with your child (once your
child can throw the dart
safely!). You can make your
own as shown.The game is
great for encouraging your

child with mental maths -

adding up the score of the

three darts and calculating doubles/trebles. A simple
game would be to have each player take eight turns
(of throwing three darts). The total of the eight turns
should be calculated and the average scores should be
worked out. The player with the highest average wins.

Four-card draw
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Family members could play this simple game. One
player is the dealer. The dealer must shuffle the cards
and place four cards in front of each player, including
him/herself. Each player must calculate the average
value of the four cards. The player with the highest
average wins.

Notes:

® Picture cards are worth 10 points.

® Aces are worth 1 point.

® |fthe average doesn’t work out evenly, just round
the answer to the nearest whole number to ensure
that the average works out evenly.
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